IPads in Religious Education

Hello fellow RE teachers. Got a shiny new iPad and not sure what to do with it? Here are some random musings from my own experience on how it might be useful in the RE class. There are hundreds of apps available, these are but a few.
Enjoy.
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Basics

Download Appstart* – easy step-by-step on how to use iPad

Look up www.tme.ie – subject specific apps and tutorials

iTunes U – type in “integrating iPads into the classroom” – gives you tutorials

If you want to find out how to do something on the iPad – go to YouTube first. There’s generally someone who has made a video on the topic.
General RE Ideas – Examples
Use iMovie to create a trailer of the story of a religious figure or key event. Brainstorm ideas and scenes using Mindjet or Popplet. Use i-Promt to help remember their lines. Film and edit on iMovie. Use Garageband to create theme music that captures the nature of a character or event. Alternatively – use iMotion HD to create a stop motion story. Book Creator – create interactive book of story with pictures, sounds and video. Share to school website – allows others to download and learn.
Rather than providing students with info on eg Ramadan. Instead - what is the most important time of year for Muslims? Where do they go on pilgrimage? Find this place in Google Earth and take a screen shot (press the home and power button at the same time). Create Keynote presentation with pictures (downloaded or drawn on app such as Doodebuddy or Sketchbook Pro) that display 3 features of this pilgrimage. Search Google to find out why words have different english spellings. Etc.etc.

Use Socrative* to get a snapshot of student opinion on topics. The visual polling nature is very effective for controversial topics.
Some Key Apps

Keynote* (p) (similar to PowerPoint for presentations) – great for homework, have student connect to the projector and present to class. Great for all your own presentations as well.
Pages* (p)  (similar to Word)

iMovie* (p) (was my biggest surprise allows great creativity and scope in engaging in topics across nearly all subjects.) Don’t forget the create trailer option – it’s the most useful
Numbers (p)  – like excel – get your class rolls from the office, open the excel docs in numbers, copy and paste the class into new document – freeze column (look up how on google)– then throw away your teacher’s diary!
Socrative* 
Allows you to poll students and get live results (like who wants to be a millionaire). You can also get opinions which appear on the board, as well as giving out and reports of multiple choice tests!

Popplet or Mindjet - for brainstorming

Book Creator* – create interactive book of story with pictures, sounds and video. Share to school website. Books can be read in iBooks.
Dropbox* 

Get things from your home computer onto the iPad. Backs your files up on the net.

www.sendtodropbox.com - gives you an email address which you can use to send nearly all types of files directly to your dropbox

Edmodo*  
An app through which you can set up a Facebook-like page where you can share resources, have discussions, post quizzes, do polls.

Others

Qwiki*
Unfortunately named but worthwhile– takes Wikipedia and google images and combines with graphics for ready-made introductions to topics/figures/concepts.

Explain Everything (p)
Replaces interactive whiteboard (if you like that sort of thing).

Mobile OCR - take a picture of a page of text and turn it into text you can edit.

Built in Apps

Camera /Video - take to local church/religious sites - make presentation of student locality and experiences. They can also use it to take pics of notes, their own communities, whiteboards, assignments, own artwork, own experiences etc
Google Maps and Earth

Take a virtual tour of modern day religious sites

Use the street view (from maps – press and hold on a street>a pin will drop>tap the yellow image of a man>gives you street view.)

Google Earth* – if you tilt the ipad it changes the view angle of what you are looking at.

-also sets the geographical context of different religious experiences around the world. Click on the yellow squares to see photos taken at that location
YouTube
Many presentations on religious themes. Add them to favourites for later.

iTunes – download religious music and meditations

iBooks and Kindle App – Many free religious books – Bible, Koran etc.
Religious Education Apps
Highly Recommended
Glo Bible* – I like this app, very interactive and media rich Bible
Laudate* – Access to the catechism, bible, prayers – free and worth getting for catholic educators

Others

Logos Bible 
Prayer 2000 (p)
Ask Phil – Philosophers answer questions on different issues
Inquizitor GCSE Religious Studies (p) – revision on different religions – not bad – similar to ‘Who Wants to be a Millionaire?’
7 Religions (p) – revision on world religions - good 
Learn about Religions (p) – interactive flashcards and testing – one of the better apps

Bitesize GCSE Religious Studies (p) – revision – plain enough, mainly text 

iBreviary 

Granny Bible Dojo (p) – learning books of the bible and their order – fine

